
 

 

Whitmore 

High School 

 

Summer Reading 

 

Year 8 



WHITMORE HIGH SCHOOL ART DEPT SCHEMES OF WORK 
 Autumn Spring Summer 
    

Year 8 

Observational 

drawings of 

‘Nature’, leading 

to drawings, 

paintings and 

prints. 

Gargoyles 2D/3D 

(in a variety of 

media including 

clay). 

World Cultures 

inspired  

2D & 3D recycled 

masks 

    

 



 

 

Design Technology Summer Work Year 8 

Term Project Topics 

Autumn Desk Lamp Workshop skills development 
3D CAD Modelling 
Basic electronics 

Spring Desk Tidy Workshop skills development 
Prototyping 
Sketching skills development 

Summer Skills Development TBC 

 

Useful Websites 

BBC bite size www.bbc.com/education/subjects/zfr9wmn 

BBC Click www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006m9ry 

Technology Student www.technologystudent.com/ 

You Tube www.youtube.com/user/TheDrawingToolCo 

Focus eLearning  

Login by visiting: www.focuselearning.co.uk 

Username:  student@barrycomprehensive236 

Password:  thc6zxms4 

 

http://www.bbc.com/education/subjects/zfr9wmn
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006m9ry
http://www.technologystudent.com/
http://www.youtube.com/user/TheDrawingToolCo
http://www.focuselearning.co.uk/


Drama Year 8 

  Skills Taught: 

Teamwork, Problem Solving, Independent learning, Communication, Confidence, 

Compromise, Constructive analysis, Verbal and non-verbal skills  

And IMAGINATION and CREATIVITY 

What will I be doing? 

You will be learning in a variety of ways this year; practical, written, discussion and 

performance. We understand that everyone learns differently and therefore there will be a 

range of tasks and activities that will allow you to achieve YOUR very best. 

What can I do to prepare? 

Here is a list of the plays that we will be looking at this year. If you want to read them before 

you can BUT do not worry if you can’t. We will be exploring all of these in lessons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 *These plays may 

change depending on the  

needs of the class. 

Mr Ian Piekielniak (Leader of Learning of Drama) 

UNIT OF WORK BRIEF DESCRIPTION 

1: CHARACTER Exploring the creation of a character for a performance.  

2: IMPROVISATION Learners work as part of a group to explore the story and characters in an 
existing play. 

3: EXPLORING A SCRIPT Learners explore, analyse and rehearse extracts from a play in preparation for 
a showcase performance in a specific theatrical style. 

4: DEVISING DRAMA 
FROM A STIMULUS 

Learners develop an original piece of drama based upon a set stimuli 
incorporating a set style. 

5: THEATRE 
REFLECTION 

Leaners watch a LIVE piece of theatre and take on the role of a reviewer as 
they critically examine key elements that make up a play. 

https://www.ehdltd.co.uk/media/catalog/product/cache/1/image/500x500/9df78eab33525d08d6e5fb8d27136e95/5/1/51gmvpigfel.jpg
https://www.ehdltd.co.uk/media/catalog/product/cache/1/image/500x500/9df78eab33525d08d6e5fb8d27136e95/5/1/519avbmlksl.jpg


Our Vision for English 

At Whitmore High School, we believe that English is one of the most important subjects 

you can study, not just because you will achieve necessary qualifications for future 

education and career pathways but also because developing excellent communication 

skills is an essential part of your academic, social and personal development. Throughout 

your time with us, we will help you to develop to become: 

 critical, insightful and analytical readers of literature as well as non-literary texts;  

 accomplished, accurate writers across a wide range of genres and for a range of 

audiences and purposes; 

 confident, fluent speakers - both as individuals and in group discussions - and 

perceptive, thoughtful listeners. 

What Will I Be Studying? 
 

Autumn Term: 

You can expect to begin by studying either The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas by John Boyne, 

Private Peaceful or War Horse, both by Michael Morpurgo, as part of our ‘War’ themed 

unit. Assessment will include two STAR tests and formal reading, writing and oracy tasks. 

Homework will include 20 minutes of reading per day and writing tasks linked to skills and 

topics studied in class. 
 

Spring Term: 

You will develop your reading, writing and oracy skills through our thematic units of work: 

‘Horror’, ‘Travel and Tourism’ and ‘Teenagers and Children’. Assessment will include two 

STAR tests and formal reading, writing and oracy tasks. Homework will include 20 minutes 

of reading per day and writing tasks linked to skills and topics studied in class. 
 

Summer Term: 

Your teacher will prepare you for the National Reading Test and you will complete an 

Assessment Project which will enable you to show how much progress you have made 

during the year. Assessment will include a final STAR test and  formal reading, writing and 

oracy tasks. Homework will include 20 minutes of reading per day and writing tasks linked 

to skills and topics studied in class. 

Summer Challenge: Get Ready for September! 

Maintain your progress over the holidays by completing the following challenges: 

1. Read 6 books in 6 weeks—use your Accelerated Reader Z.P.D. to help you to choose books that will 

challenge you! 

2. Visit www.theday.co.uk to become an expert in the wider issues surrounding World War II. Use the link 

below to read an article about the Holocaust. When you have finished reading, follow the links to 

become an expert and then complete the writing activities and bring your work to school in 

September. http://theday.co.uk/international/last-survivors-remember-europe-s-worst-horror 



Whitmore High School KS3 Geography – Year 8 2018 – 2019 
 

 

 

 

Unit Topics Assessments 

1 – Tectonic Hazards 

 What are hazards? 

 Global tectonics and earth structure 

 Earthquakes and tsunamis 

 Volcanic hazards and events 

 Managing hazards 

 Living in hazardous zones 

 Other types of hazard and their consequences 

1 - Tsunami/volcano/earthquake timeline 

2 - Why do people live in hazardous zones? 

2 – Climate Change 

 Evidence for climate change over time 

 The enhanced greenhouse effect 

 Potential effects of climate change 

 Combatting climate change 

 Local, national and international strategies 

 Debate on climate change  

3 - Causes and effects of climate change 

4 - Report on combatting climate change 

3 – Development 

 Patterns of global development 

 Population and development 

 Aid and development  

 Sustainable development projects 

 Development in Kenya (LIC) 

 Development in Japan (HIC) 

5 - Development project research assessment 

6 - Japan vs Kenya presentation 



Whitmore High School  
Year 8 History Units 2018 – 2019 

 

SBY 12/07/2018 
 

 

Useful websites 

www.bbc.com/education/subjects/zk26n39 

www.bbc.co.uk/history/forkids/ 

www.historyforkids.net 

 

Term Unit Topics Skills Assessed 

Autumn (Sep – Dec) 

Who Were The Tudors? 
Henry VIII & the Reformation; Tudor 
religion; Edward VI; “Bloody” Mary. 

Historical Enquiry 

Elizabeth and the 
Golden Age 

Elizabeth’s problems; Mary Queen of 
Scots; Spanish Armada; portraits. 

Interpretations 

Spring (Jan – Easter) 

The Age Of Discovery 
British Empire; exploration & 
discovery; Christopher Columbus; 
Blackbeard & piracy; medicine. 

Chronology 

The Stuarts 
Who were the Stuarts, Guy Fawkes 
and the Gunpowder Plot. 

Knowledge & Understanding 

Summer (Easter – July) 

The English Civil War 
English Civil War; Charles I & 
Parliament; life during the Civil War. 

Organisation & Communication 

History Mysteries Jack the Ripper. - 

http://www.bbc.com/education/subjects/zk26n39
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/forkids/


http://www.codecademy.com/
http://www.bbc.com/education/subjects
http://www.code.org/


Mathematics Years 7 into 8 

To help prepare for an excellent year in mathematics, you should consider completing the 

following activities over the summer:  

- Visiting Khan academy and watching tutorials to improve your understanding of 

fractions, decimals and percentages and the key number topics outlined below. A good 

understanding of these key number topics is crucial to achieving your full potential in 

mathematics.  Khan academy is free to join. 

- Downloading national numeracy tests from https://pentrehafod.school/ks3-y7-y8-y9-

national-reading-and-numeracy-tests/ and practising them. 

- Practising mental arithmetic by playing games with your parents or playing games online 

at https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/7-11-years/mental-maths 

 

Year 8 

Key number topics that will be introduced and recapped in Y8 are: 

 Use the concepts and vocabulary of prime numbers, factors (or divisors), multiples, 
common factors, common multiples, highest common factor (HCF), lowest common 
multiple (LCM), prime factorisation, including using product notation and the unique 
factorisation property 

 Use the four operations, including formal written methods, applied to integers, decimals, 
proper and improper fractions, and mixed numbers, all both positive and negative 

 Define percentage as ‘number of parts per hundred’, 

 Interpret percentages and percentage changes as a fraction or a decimal, 

 Interpret these multiplicatively, express one quantity as a percentage of another, compare 
two quantities using percentages, and work with percentages greater than 100% 

 Interpret fractions and percentages as operators 

 Use approximation through rounding to estimate answers and calculate possible resulting 
errors expressed using inequality notation a < x ≤ b 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://pentrehafod.school/ks3-y7-y8-y9-national-reading-and-numeracy-tests/
https://pentrehafod.school/ks3-y7-y8-y9-national-reading-and-numeracy-tests/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/7-11-years/mental-maths


Whitmore High School French and Spanish Summer Work Year 8  
 

In year 8 you will focus on the C’est la Rentrée and Colegios e Institutos themes.  

  

 

Theme Topics Grammar 

C’est la Rentrée  
 
Colegios e 
Institutos 
 

Daily routine 
School subjects 
Future plans 
Opinions  
Revision of Time 

Masculine and 
feminine words 
Adjectival 
agreements 
Word order – Noun 
+ Adjective 
Immediate Future 
Tense 
Conditional Tense 

Chez Moi 
 
Casas y Vividendas 

Where you live 
and rooms in 
your home. 
local area – 
Discussing 
positives and 
negatives 
Your Ideal house. 
Countries 
countries 
 

Conditional tense 
Future tense 
WOW phrases and 
key sentences for 
GCSE. 

Useful websites: 

http://www.wordreference.com Online dictionary 

for looking up vocabulary.  

http://www.languagesonline.org.uk French 

grammar, topics and vocabulary practice. 

http://www.francefootball.fr/ Website for all 

things football. 

http://www.languagesonline.org.uk Spanish 

grammar, topics and vocabulary practice. 

 www.memorizenow.com  Websites where you 

can type in the text they want to  

www.voki.com  A free website using customisable 

speaking avatars.  There is also an app you can use.  

Very handy to practise for Speaking  

 

 

 

 

http://www.wordreference.com/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.francefootball.fr/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/


*All units of work are open to change depending on students’ engagement and musical development. 

 

 

 

 

 

Throughout Year 8 you will be studying music from many different backgrounds, looking at cultural, 

historical and musical elements. You will also start to develop piano playing with both hands 

together and basic notation.  

Topics for this forthcoming year will include:  

      
Ladders: 
Exploring 
Scales 

Recycled 
Rhythms: 
Exploring 
Ostinato & 
Junk 
Percussion 

Ukulele: 
 
‘U can lele’ 
Developing 
performing 
skills 

Welsh Music: 
Exploring the 
roots of 
music from 
Wales 

Sea Shanties: 
Exploring 
Music from 
the Sea 

Indian 
Music: 
Exploring 
Raga and 
Bhangra  

Through these Schemes of learning you will focus on developing skills in performing, composing & 

appraising. You will study and develop your understanding of the elements of music, performing 

skills and reading of the treble clef notation and how you can use these skills to further improve the 

quality of your work. 

We will also focus on improving your individual work, pair work, group work and leadership skills 

throughout the year.   

To prepare yourself for the year ahead you should consider trying to do some of the following over 

the Summer Holidays: 

Listen to some of the following - Musical Repertoire 
Hey Jamalo – Traditional Indian Bhangra 

What shall we do with the drunken sailor? – Sea Shanties 
Gwrachod Llanddona – Trad Welsh & Handbags and Gladrags - Stereophonics 

 
Building Bricks - Music Theory 

Learn the notes of the treble clef stave –  
 

Have a look and study the BBC Music Education Website: 
https://www.bbc.com/education/subjects/zmsvr82  

YouTube:  

 A Masterclass in Raga with Veena Sahasrabuddhe  

 Stomp videos 

 Jake Shimabukuro - "Bohemian Rhapsody" - TED (2010) - Ukulele cover 

Music Summer Work 

Year 7 going into 8 

https://www.bbc.com/education/subjects/zmsvr82


Whitmore High School Key Stage 3 Religious Studies 2018 – 2019 
 

NJ 17/07/2018 
 

year 8 Religious Studies 

Term Unit Content 

Term 1 What is the best kind of guidance?  Different kinds of guidance (religious and non-religious) that help 
people live their lives.  

 Human rights and social justice 

Term 2 Someone special?  Life and teachings of Jesus 

 Oscar Romero 

 Martin Luther King 

 Desmond Tutu 

 Yosef Mendelevitzh 

 Mala Yousafazi  

 Show Racism the Red Card 

Term 3  Does money bring happiness?  Issues of wealth and poverty 

 Christian Aid 

 Tzedek 
  

Term 4 and 5 What are the core beliefs in 
Judaism? 

 Worship: in the home and synagogue 

 Role of the rabbi 

 Keeping kosher 

 Rites of Passage 

 Festivals and celebrations 

Term 6 What was so special about Jesus?  Life and teachings of Jesus 

 Holy week 

 What does the life and death of Jesus mean to Christians today?  

 

 

 



Whitmore High School Year 8 Key Stage 3 Science Units 2018 – 2019 
 

DG 17/07/2018 
 

Year 8 

 

 

Term Unit Investigation title & Skills assessed Topics 

Autumn (Sep – Dec) Under the Knife 

“Which household cleaner is most 
effective at killing bacteria?” 

Cells, tissues & organs 

Light; the eye, reflection, refraction & 
colour 

Evaluating 
Microbes & disease 

Zones of Inhibition Investigation 

Spring (Jan – Easter) Sports Science 

“How does exercise affect heart and 
breathing rates?” 

Respiration & Breathing 

Healthy lifestyle 

Displaying results & processing data 

Comparing animals with humans 
(adaptations) 

Exercise Investigation – Step test 

Summer (Easter – July) 

Crime Scene 
Investigators 
(CSI) 

“Whodunnit?” 
Types of evidence 

Analysis evidence from a crime scene 

Predictions, methods & bias 

Murder investigation; collecting 
evidence & getting results 

Murder investigation; Write up 



Whitmore High School Key Stage 3 Welsh Topics 2018 – 2019 
 

DG 17/07/2018 
 

Year 8 

Useful websites: 

BBC Bitesize - https://www.bbc.com/education/subjects/z8qmhyc 

Quizlet – www.quizlet.com 

www.cymraegailiaith.com 

Unit Language Assessed tasks 

Yr Amser 
Gorffennol/ 
The Past Tense 

Understanding the variety of verbs, 
endings and mutations in Welsh. 

Writing: Writing a diary about a weekend. 
 

Speaking: Individual presentation about yourself. 

Using the past tense to apply to a 
variety of tasks. 

Reading: Read someone else’s diary and answer questions, using 
the third person. 

Gwyliau/Holidays 

Key vocabulary about holidays. 
Writing:  Write a postcard about a holiday that you have been on. 

Speaking: Role play – booking a holiday with a travel agent. 

To be able to talk and write about a 
holiday that you have been on. 

Reading:  Read about a variety of holidays, decide which one you 
would like to go on and why. 

Chwaraeon/Sport 

Key vocabulary about sports. 

Writing:  Use the third person to write a portrait of a famous sports 
person. 

Speaking: Watch a video of people discussing sports, followed by a 
conversation comparing your opinions with theirs. 

To be able to talk and write about 
sports, using opinions and third 
person sentences with confidence. 

Reading: Read profiles about two sports people and answering true 
or false questions.  Opinions will also be used. 

https://www.bbc.com/education/subjects/z8qmhyc
http://www.quizlet.com/
http://www.cymraegailiaith.com/
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