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WHITMORE HIGH SCHOOL ART DEPT SCHEMES OF WORK 
 Autumn Spring Summer 
    

Year 9 

Contemporary Art 

inspired 

2D/3D Sweets, 

Biscuits and 

Chocolates 

African inspired 

2D work, leading 

to a ceramic coil 

pot. 

Portraiture – 2D in 

a variety of media 

inspired by Graffiti 

and art through 

the ages.  

 
   

 



 

 

Design Technology Summer Work Year 9 

Term Project Topics 

Autumn Desktop Clock Workshop skills development 
Sketching skills development 
2D CAD  
Laser cutting 
Vinyl Cutting 

Spring MP3 Amp Workshop skills development 
Basic electronics 
CAD/CAM 
Laser cutting/engraving 
3D CAD Modelling 

Summer Skills Development TBC 
 

Useful Websites 

BBC bite size www.bbc.com/education/subjects/zfr9wmn 

BBC Click www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006m9ry 

Technology Student www.technologystudent.com/ 

You Tube www.youtube.com/user/TheDrawingToolCo 

Kitronik www.kitronik.co.uk/2165-mono-amplifier-version-30.html 

Kitronik www.kitronik.co.uk/c2801-clock-movement.html 

Focus eLearning  

Login by visiting: www.focuselearning.co.uk 

Username:  student@barrycomprehensive236 

Password:  thc6zxms4 

http://www.bbc.com/education/subjects/zfr9wmn
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006m9ry
http://www.technologystudent.com/
http://www.youtube.com/user/TheDrawingToolCo
http://www.kitronik.co.uk/2165-mono-amplifier-version-30.html
http://www.kitronik.co.uk/c2801-clock-movement.html
http://www.focuselearning.co.uk/


 

Skills Taught: 

Teamwork, Problem Solving, Independent learning, Communication, Confidence, 

Compromise, Constructive analysis, Verbal and non-verbal skills  

And IMAGINATION and CREATIVITY 

What will I be doing? 

A lot of this year will be spent preparing you for studying Drama at GCSE Level. Although 

you may not opt for drama at the end of year 9, the work explored this year will give you a 

taste of what to expect in year 10. 

The plays explored this year will include: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*These plays/units may change depending on the needs of the class. 

Mr Ian Piekielniak (Leader of learning of Drama) 

UNIT OF WORK BRIEF DESCRIPTION 

1:  

2: IMPROVISATION Learners work as part of a group to explore the story and characters in two 
contrasting plays. 

3: EXPLORING A SCRIPT Learners explore, analyse and rehearse extracts from a play in preparation for 
a showcase performance. 

4: DEVISING DRAMA 
FROM A STIMULUS 

Learners develop an original piece of drama based upon a set stimuli, 
incorporating a specific style of acting. 

5: THEATRE 
REFLECTION 

Leaners watch a LIVE piece of theatre and take on the role of a reviewer as 
they critically examine key elements that make up a play. 

 
Year 9 Drama at Whitmore High School 

*. 



Our Vision for English 

At Whitmore High School, we believe that English is one of the most important subjects 

you can study, not just because you will achieve necessary qualifications for future 

education and career pathways but also because developing excellent communication 

skills is an essential part of your academic, social and personal development. Throughout 

your time with us, we will help you to develop to become: 

 critical, insightful and analytical readers of literature as well as non-literary texts;  

 accomplished, accurate writers across a wide range of genres and for a range of 

audiences and purposes; 

 confident, fluent speakers - both as individuals and in group discussions - and 

perceptive, thoughtful listeners. 

What Will I Be Studying? 

Autumn Term: 

You can expect to begin by studying either Animal Farm by George Orwell , The Hunger 

Games by Suzanne Collins or Lord of the Flies by William Golding as part of our ‘Dystopia’ 

themed unit . You will also begin to develop reading and writing skills for the English 

Language GCSE through our themed unit of learning, ‘Wales’. Assessment will include two 

STAR tests and  formal reading, writing and oracy tasks. Homework will include 20 minutes 

of reading per day and writing tasks linked to skills and topics studied in class. 

Spring Term: 

You will continue to develop your reading, writing and oracy skills for the English Language 

GCSE through our thematic units of work: ‘Leisure’ and ‘Science & Technology’.  

Assessment will include two STAR tests and formal reading, writing and oracy tasks. 

Homework will include 20 minutes of reading per day and writing tasks linked to skills and 

topics studied in class. 

Summer Term: 

Your teacher will prepare you for the National Reading Test and you will continue to 

develop your use of GCSE English skills. Assessment will include a final STAR test and a  

GCSE-style mock exam. Homework will include 20 minutes of reading per day and writing 

tasks linked to skills and topics studied in class. You will also complete a GCSE English 

Language Unit 1 oracy controlled assessment task - an individual researched presentation. 

Summer Challenge: Get Ready for September! 

Maintain your progress over the holidays by completing the following challenges: 

1. Read 6 books in 6 weeks—use your Accelerated Reader Z.P.D. to help you to choose books that will 

challenge you! 

2. Visit www.theday.co.uk to become an expert in dystopian literature. Use the link below to read an 

article about The Handmaid’s Tale. When you have finished reading, follow the links to become an 

expert and then complete the writing activities and bring your work to school in September.  

http://theday.co.uk/arts/the-timely-dystopia-of-the-handmaid-s-tale 



Whitmore High School KS3 Geography – Year 9 2018 – 2019 
 

 

 

 

Unit Topics Assessments 

1 – Ecosystems 

 The world’s major ecosystems 

 Rainforest ecosystems 

 Rainforest destruction 

 Sustainable management of ecosystems 

1 – Survival in the rainforest 

2 – Rainforest sustainability report 

2 – Ice Worlds 

 Where is the ice? 

 The climate and landscape of Antarctica 

 The future of Antarctica 

 Glaciers and glacial processes 

3 – Future of Antarctica report 

4 – Formation of a corrie (annotation) 

3 – Tourism 

 Factors affecting types of tourism 

 Tourism around the world 

 Sustainable tourism 

 National parks 

 Space tourism 

5 - Annotated sketch map assessment 

6 - Sustainable tourism in Snowdonia 

4 – Dry Worlds 

 The location of the world’s major deserts 

 Surviving in dry regions 

 Drought in the Sahel region of Africa 

 Water supply issues and the future 

7 – Animal adaptations 



Whitmore High School  
Year 9 History Units 2018 – 2019 

 

SBY 12/07/2018 
 

 

Useful website: 

www.bbc.com/education/subjects/zk26n39, www.bbc.co.uk/history/forkids/, www.historyforkids.net 

Useful Films: 

Slavery: 12 Years A Slave, The Birth of a Nation, Roots (original mini-series) Titanic: A Night to Remember (available on YouTube), Titanic (1997) 

Term Unit Topics Skills Assessed 

Autumn (Sep – Dec) 

The Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade 
Africa before the Slave Trade; origins of the 
Slave Trade; Middle Passage; auctions; life on 
the Plantations.  

Historical Enquiry 

The Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade: 
Resistance and Abolition 

Slave Rebellion & Resistance; abolition. Historical Enquiry 

Spring (Jan – Easter) 

Titanic 
Life on board the Titanic; First & Third Class; 
who was to blame for the disaster. 

Interpretations 

The First World War 
Causes; propaganda; trenches; weapons; 
cowardice & desertion; role of women. 

Chronology 

Summer (Easter – July) 

Nazi Germany 

Rise of the Dictators; why did Germans vote 
for Hitler; Life in Nazi Germany; treatment of 
women; Hitler Youth; role of terror; 
propaganda & censorship . 

Knowledge & Understanding 

The Holocaust 
Anti-Semitism in Europe; persecution of the 
Jews; ghettos & the Einsatzgruppen; the Final 
Solution. 

- 

http://www.bbc.com/education/subjects/zk26n39
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/forkids/
http://www.historyforkids.net/


http://www.codecademy.com/
http://www.bbc.com/education/subjects
http://www.code.org/


Mathematics Years 8 into 9 

To help prepare for an excellent year in mathematics, you should consider completing the 

following activities over the summer:  

- Visiting Khan academy and watching tutorials to improve your understanding of 

fractions, decimals and percentages and the key number topics outlined below. A good 

understanding of these key number topics is crucial to achieving your full potential in 

mathematics.  Khan academy is free to join. 

- Downloading national numeracy tests from https://pentrehafod.school/ks3-y7-y8-y9-

national-reading-and-numeracy-tests/ and practising them. 

- Practising mental arithmetic by playing games with your parents or playing games online 

at https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/7-11-years/mental-maths 

 

Year 9 

Key number topics that will be introduced and recapped in Y9 are: 

 Use the four operations, including formal written methods, applied to integers, decimals, 
proper and improper fractions, and mixed numbers, all both positive and negative 

 Interpret and compare numbers in standard form A × 10n  for 1 ≤ A < 10, where n is a 
positive or negative integer or zero 

 Appreciate the infinite nature of the sets of integers, real and rational numbers 

 Use the concepts and vocabulary of prime numbers, factors (or divisors), multiples, 
common factors, common multiples, highest common factor (HCF), lowest common 
multiple (LCM), prime factorisation, including using product notation and the unique 
factorisation property 

 Use the four operations, including formal written methods, applied to integers, decimals, 
proper and improper fractions, and mixed numbers, all both positive and negative 

 Define percentage as ‘number of parts per hundred’, 

 Interpret percentages and percentage changes as a fraction or a decimal, 

 Interpret these multiplicatively, express one quantity as a percentage of another, compare 
two quantities using percentages, and work with percentages greater than 100% 

 Interpret fractions and percentages as operators 

 Use approximation through rounding to estimate answers and calculate possible resulting 
errors expressed using inequality notation a < x ≤ b 

 

 

 

 

https://pentrehafod.school/ks3-y7-y8-y9-national-reading-and-numeracy-tests/
https://pentrehafod.school/ks3-y7-y8-y9-national-reading-and-numeracy-tests/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/7-11-years/mental-maths


Whitmore High School French and Spanish Summer Work Year 9  
 

In year 9 you will focus on the Ma Journée and Ratos Libres themes.  

  

 

Theme Topics Grammar 

Ma Journée  
 
Ratos Libres 
 

Daily routine 
School subjects 
Future plans 
Opinions  
Revision of Time 

Masculine and 
feminine words 
Adjectival 
agreements 
Word order – Noun 
+ Adjective 
Immediate Future 
Tense 
Conditional Tense 

GCSE Booklet 1 
Youth Culture 

Self and 
relationships: 
Describing 
yourself and 
others. Discussing 
your family. 

Articles and nouns, 
adjectives: 
agreements and 
position, 
intensifiers, 
comparative & 
superlative, present 
tense 

Useful websites: 

http://www.wordreference.com Online dictionary 

for looking up vocabulary.  

http://www.languagesonline.org.uk French 

grammar, topics and vocabulary practice. 

http://www.francefootball.fr/ Website for all 

things football. 

http://www.languagesonline.org.uk Spanish 

grammar, topics and vocabulary practice. 

 www.memorizenow.com  Websites where you 

can type in the text they want to  

www.voki.com  A free website using customisable 

speaking avatars.  There is also an app you can use.  

Very handy to practise for Speaking  

 

 

 

 

http://www.wordreference.com/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.francefootball.fr/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/


*All units of work are open to change depending on students’ engagement and musical development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Throughout Year 9 you will be studying music from many different backgrounds, looking at cultural, 

historical and musical elements. You will also continue to develop piano playing with both hands and 

Bass Clef notation. This is a preparation year for GCSE music when all the skills start coming 

together!  

Topics for this forthcoming year will include:  

      
Minimalism: 
Exploring 
Motifs and a 
New 
Approach to 
Music 

Jazz: 
Exploring 
Blues & 
Improvisation  

Ground Bass: 
Exploring 
Ostinato & 
Loops 

Musicals: 
Exploring 
Songs from 
the Stage 

Film Music: 
Exploring 
Soundtracks 
and mood 
music from 
Films   

Popular Song: 
Exploring 
Songs & 
Arrangements.   

Through these Schemes of learning you will focus on developing skills in performing, composing & 

appraising. You will study and develop your understanding of the elements of music, performing 

skills and reading of the bass clef notation and how you can use these skills to prepare you for GCSE 

Music.  

We will also focus on improving your individual work, pair work, group work and leadership skills 

throughout the year enabling you to gain the highest possible level at the end of Key Stage 3.   

To prepare yourself for the year ahead you should consider trying to do some of the following over 

the Summer Holidays: 

Listen to some of the following - Musical Repertoire 
Clapping Music & Piano Phase – Steve Reich 

Sing Sing Sing – Benny Goodman & A Night in Tunisia – Dizzy Gillespie 
Time Lapse – Michael Nyman & Canon – Pachelbel 

Building Bricks - Music Theory 

Learn the notes of the bass clef stave –  
 

Have a look and study the BBC Music Education Website: 
https://www.bbc.com/education/subjects/zmsvr82  

 

YouTube: Spend some time looking at different ‘Musicals’ and ‘Pop Songs’ on YouTube to get used to 
the different styles that are in each genre.  

Music Summer Work 

Year 8 going into 9 

https://www.bbc.com/education/subjects/zmsvr82


Whitmore High School Key Stage 3 Religious Studies 2018 – 2019 
 

NJ 17/07/2018 
 

Year 9 Religious Studies– Pupils will begin to follow the WJEC specification in Religious Studies Unit 1 (Christianity and Judaism) 

Term Unit Content 

Term 1 & 2 Christianity core beliefs and practices  What makes us human? 

 The nature of God 

 Is forgiveness a sign of weakness?  

 What is the role of the church in the community? 

 What does justice mean to Christians?  

Term 3 & 4 Philosophical questions and the origins 
of the universe and life 

 Was the world designed? 

 Design or accident? 

 Religious, humanist and scientific views on the world and its 
origins 

 God or the Big Bang? 

 Man or monkey? 

 Meet the scientists 

 Understanding Genesis 

 Do we have a duty to care for the world? 

Term 5 & 6 Ethical themes  Is there life after death? 

 Religious and non- religious views on the afterlife and funeral 
rites 

 Why is life so special? 

 The right to die: should euthanasia be legalised?  

 The abortion debate: when does life begin? 

 

BBC Bitesize: https://www.bbc.com/education/examspecs/z3xvfcw  In the topics section go to Christianity and then Judaism. Read through the 

revision sections (Beliefs, teachings and practices unit 1 and Life and death unit 1) before completing the tests. Read the feedback on the tests. 

There are also a number of clips that will help you with the topics.  

 

https://www.bbc.com/education/examspecs/z3xvfcw


Whitmore High School Year 9 Key Stage 3 Science Units 2018 – 2019 
 

DG 17/07/2018 
 

Year 9 – Exam before Christmas. Investigation completed by Easter. 

 

Subject GCSE Topic(s) KS3 Investigation title & Skills assessed 

Biology 

1. Breathing and 
Respiration 
 

2. The circulatory 
system  

 
3. Digestion 

Evaluation of bell jar model 
Burning food investigation (methods & analysis of results) 
Food tests (methods) 

Writing methods  
Displaying results  
Making predictions  
Evaluation 

Chemistry 

1. Rate of Chemical 
change 
 

2. Ever changing earth 

Rates of reaction: Gas collection (methods) 
Rates of reaction: Precipitation (Na2S2O3) (Graphs & conclusions) 

Writing methods 
Displaying results 
Writing conclusions (explanations) 
Evaluating 

Physics 

1. Electric Circuits  
 

2. Generating 
Electricity 

Specified WJEC Practical: Investigation of the current-voltage characteristics of a 
lamp and resistor (extension diode as well) 

Writing methods  
Displaying results – plotting I-V graphs  
Conclusions: Explaining the difference between the resistor and lamp graph in 
terms of variables such as temperature and resistance. 



Whitmore High School Key Stage 3 Welsh Topics 2018 – 2019 
 

DG 17/07/2018 
 

Year 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Useful websites: 

BBC Bitesize - https://www.bbc.com/education/subjects/z8qmhyc 

Quizlet – www.quizlet.com 

www.cymraegailiaith.com 

Unit Language Assessed tasks 

Adloniant/ 
Entertainment 

Learning key vocabulary for films, tv 
programmes and music. 

Writing: Writing a blog about films, tv programmes or 
music. 
 

Speaking: Individual presentation about a film, tv 
programmes or concert etc. 

Using opinions and a variety of tenses 
to talk about entertainment. 

Reading: Read someone’s opinions about 
entertainment, using opinions and agree sentences to 
respond. 

Cadw’n Heini a 
Bwyta’n Iach 
Keeping fit and 
eating healthy 

Key vocabulary about keeping fit, 
including sports, foods and healthy 
lifestyle. 

Writing:  Write an email about eating healthy. 

Speaking: ‘Supersize v Superskinny’ role play – a 
discussion about healthy eating, using agreeing and 
disagreeing sentences. 

To be able to use the conditional 
tense when discussing healthy living. 

Reading:   ‘Bwyta’n Iach’ A poem about healthy eating. 

 

https://www.bbc.com/education/subjects/z8qmhyc
http://www.quizlet.com/
http://www.cymraegailiaith.com/
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